Identify a VLF from the 
founder. 
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Link the VLF to a 
disease registry. 
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Determine which and 
how many individuals in 
the VLF have the 
disease. 
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Compare incidence of 
disease in the VLF to 
general population 
burden of the disease. 



Assess the 
statistical 
significance of a 

VLF with an 
apparent excess of 
the disease. 
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Determine which and 
how many individuals in 
the VLF have the 
disease. 
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Compare incidence of 
disease in VLF to general 
population burden of 
disease. 
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Assess the statistical 
significance of the VLF. 
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Determine the relative risk 
of the family. 
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FIGURE 2 
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Determine the relative risk of 
the family. 



Determine the relative risk of 
the carriers. 



Obtain DNA from the affected 
individuals and close relatives 
within the VLF. 



306 



307 



308 



Identify identity-by-descent 
regions. 
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